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WITNESS uses the power of video to open
the eyes of the world to human rights abuses.
By partnering with local organizations
around the globe, WITNESS empowers
human rights defenders to use video as a
tool to shine a light on those most affected
by human rights violations, and to transform
personal stories of abuse into powerful 
tools of justice. Since its founding in 1992,
WITNESS has partnered with groups in more
than 60 countries, bringing often unseen
images, untold stories and seldom heard
voices to the attention of key decision
makers, the media, and the general public –
prompting grassroots activism, political
engagement, and lasting change.
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Brooklyn, NY 11217 
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Message from the 
Executive Director

I return from an interview on National Public Radio
about our video collaboration with the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Sierra Leone. An
email from a close friend awaits me. 

“I heard you this afternoon on the show – 
you sounded good even as the content is
horrifying. The scope of the violence is
incomprehensible and humbles me. Beyond
my meager contribution, I’m left thinking,
‘What can I do?’ Nothing seems enough and
anything seems insignificant. This must be 
a challenge you face often – how to engage
people when the scale of the meanness in 
the world seems beyond repair.”

This gets me thinking. What keeps us all going
here? What makes it worthwhile in the face of
seemingly insurmountable odds? I have a quote 
in my mind’s eye from Margaret Mead. She is often
quoted, which is just as well, because it is a quote
to live by. She said: 

At WITNESS, I think we live and breathe that
fundamental philosophy. People can change the
world – they do every day, in little ways and in big
ways that they never imagined they could. And we
know from our own experience over the past thirteen
years at WITNESS that they can change the world
faster and more effectively if they employ the potency
of visual imagery in their efforts to do so. Each and

02

every one of you can help. You can contribute your
voice, by subscribing to our free e-newsletter at
www.witness.org and taking part in our monthly calls
to action. You can volunteer your time, by writing to
us at volunteer@witness.org. You can learn more
about partnership with us, at the Partners section 
of our website. And you can donate money, which is
of course always deeply appreciated and needed.

2004 was a year of intensive growth and
experimentation for us. We moved out of our home 
in downtown Manhattan to a larger space in Brooklyn,
and we doubled in size. We developed a new
approach to our work based on a year of reflection
and evaluation – and our expanded Program staff of
four has been busy implementing it. Our new two-
pronged approach involves complementary initiatives,
developed in response to the overwhelming demand
in the human rights landscape for WITNESS’ training
and support. One prong features a Core Partner
portfolio of 13-15 key advocacy campaigns around
the world, in which we support local human rights
defenders to integrate video into high impact, high
visibility campaigns. The other prong is our Seeding
Video Advocacy initiative, where we provide short-
term training in video advocacy to hundreds of groups
around the world each year. 

We have high hopes for 2005 and expect to see
results from the groundwork we have laid – in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, where thousands
of children serve as child soldiers, in Brazil, where
slave labor rages in the agricultural sector, in
Burma, where a million people are displaced by 
a repressive dictatorship, and in our own country,
where the California Youth Authority locks up,
abuses and neglects its youth – throwing away 
the key to our future.

I hope this report, which highlights the courageous
work of WITNESS partners around the world, will
serve as an inspiration and a reminder to us all – not
only that we can change the world, but that we must.

Gillian Caldwell
December 2004

“Never doubt 
that a small group 
of thoughtful, 
committed citizens 
can change the 
world. Indeed, it is 
the only thing that 
ever has.”

Raising Human 
Rights Visibility

For most of history, exploitation and gross human
rights abuses were perpetrated in silent isolation
from the rest of the world. Distance, ignorance and
indifference conspired with human rights violators,
encouraging them to act cruelly – out of sight from
people who could confront them and end impunity.
In the last century, news, films and television made 
it easier to learn about places far away, but seldom
gave voice to the people who struggle every day
against oppression. So although technology held
great promise for generating human rights change,
its true power could not be felt until the people who
had the most to gain – those under the thumb of
repressive powers – could harness its potential.

WITNESS, rooted in the principle that “a picture is
worth a thousand words,” gives frontline human rights
defenders video cameras and other technology,
along with training in how to use it effectively, so that
personal stories of abuse can be transformed into
powerful tools for justice. Over the past 13 years, 
in partnership with nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs) from over 60 countries, WITNESS has
tackled issues ranging from sex trafficking and
abusive labor practices to prison reform and the
human toll of environmental devastation. WITNESS
partners have exposed atrocities committed in the
former Yugoslavia and El Salvador, forced labor in
Burma, and sweatshops on U.S. soil.

September 9, 2004: WITNESS was selected as
a finalist for the $100,000 World Culture Open
Award – the world’s first “Cultural Olympics”
honoring individuals and organizations in the
fields of humanitarian service, creative arts, and
holistic well-being, and featuring celebrations 
in both New York and North Korea. WITNESS
participated in the inaugural festival at Lincoln
Center in New York 

WITNESS video projects are not intended for
passive viewing. They are meant to provoke action.
Since 1992, WITNESS’ partner productions have
been a valuable human rights tool, providing a much
needed perspective in the ongoing quest for justice.
They have been used:

• as evidence in legal proceedings 
• to complement official written reports of human 

rights abuses
• to assist international and regional human rights

bodies by contradicting versions of human rights
performance reported by offending governments
and their allies 

• to stimulate grassroots education and mobilization
• to corroborate allegations of human rights violations

leveled by human rights defenders and NGOs
• as a resource for news broadcasts
• to promote human rights advocacy via the

worldwide web 
• to produce documentaries for broadcast on television
• as a deterrent to further abuse.

Photo by Cam
 Carrithers
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Human Rights Partnerships

Human rights organizations are increasingly
interested in employing technology to advance 
and strengthen their causes. But most groups are
not equipped or experienced enough to make the
most of technology – especially video. WITNESS
collaborates with NGOs worldwide (our “partners”)
to bridge the gap between conventional campaigns
and technology-driven campaigns and accelerate
the process of human rights reform. With the right
tools – video technology and proper training in
video advocacy – the game plan for securing 
human rights is being rewritten. 

Selecting Partners
WITNESS is the global pioneer in the use of video
for advocacy. But we have always stressed that
video alone cannot fuel human rights progress. 
We train and support our partners to make video
part of an integrated action plan that includes
targeted outreach to key decision-makers, the
media and the general public. Since there are many
more innovative human rights groups that seek
WITNESS’ support each year than we can serve
directly, WITNESS chooses each partner carefully
based on the strength of its human rights work, 
the clarity of its mission, and the ability of video to
enhance its human rights campaigns. Once a
partnership is formed, WITNESS acts as facilitator,
providing equipment and training and brokering the
necessary relationships to enable our partners to
become more effective advocates for their causes.

Training and 
Equipment
Once WITNESS has chosen its partners from
among the strongest applicants, it provides video
equipment, technical training and strategic know-
how. WITNESS conducts intensive hands-on
trainings to teach its partners how to document
human rights abuses safely and effectively, and then
to use the footage to generate impressive results.
With guidance from WITNESS, partners don’t just
identify problems – they also propose solutions.
WITNESS partners record videos that complement
and strengthen traditional written appeals for
changes in human rights policies, practices and
laws. And they develop strategic plans and prepare
to shoot footage that will persuade their intended
audiences – government leaders, local judges,
regional courts, foreign officials, their own
communities, the greater public – to act. 

In 2004, WITNESS provided formal training to
partner groups in 10 countries around the world.
We also provided new digital video cameras and
other technology upgrades to 7 of those partners.
The dissemination of editing equipment to more
advanced partners further strengthens local
capacity since the ability to edit footage in the field
lets them take control of their advocacy from start 
to finish. It also produces more timely videos and
reduces the danger of transporting or transmitting
sensitive images.
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“It is an absolute joy 
to work with all this 
equipment! Thanks 
to WITNESS and OSI
we can work fast
with good quality!”

Training Highlights 
• Colombia: Program Manager Sam Gregory 

and Program Associate Tamaryn Nelson traveled
to Colombia to train partner Asociación para la
Promoción Social Alternativa (MINGA) in the 
use of video as an advocacy tool.

• Democratic Republic of Congo: Bukeni T. Waruzi
Beck, Director of partner Association des Jeunes pour
le Développement Intégré-Kalundu (AJEDI-ka), twice
traveled to the WITNESS offices for training and to 
co-produce a video on child soldiers.

• Honduras: A WITNESS-supported trainer traveled
to Honduras to train partner Comité de Emergencia
de Garífuna de Honduras in the use of its WITNESS-
donated editing equipment, and to edit a new video
on the community impact of Hurricane Mitch.

• Mexico: WITNESS supported a local organization,
Ojo de Agua, to conduct a technical training
workshop with partner Centro de los Derechos
Humanos de la Mujer Naaxwiin. Program Associate
Tamaryn Nelson also traveled to Mexico to conduct a
follow-up training covering distribution and advocacy.

• Peru: Program Associate Tamaryn Nelson traveled
to Peru to train representatives of 8 indigenous
federations working with our partners at Amazon
Watch. The training focused on how indigenous
communities worldwide use video as a tool for
environmental justice.

• Senegal: Moussa Boucome from partner
Rencontre Africaine Pour La Défense des Droites 
de L’Homme (RADDHO) in Senegal spent a month
at the WITNESS offices to co-produce a new video
on the devastating impact of landmines in Senegal.

• Thailand: Under a grant obtained by WITNESS
from the Open Society Institute, WITNESS
supported a local trainer to conduct a year-long
series of trainings with partner Burma Issues. 
These efforts culminated in a year-end evaluation 
in Thailand in September.

• The Gambia: Mireille Affa’a Mindzie from partner
The Institute for Human Rights and Development 
in Africa traveled to the WITNESS offices to edit 
a new video highlighting the need for an effective 
and accessible African Court for Human and
Peoples’ Rights. 

• Uganda: Program Associate Hakima Abbas
traveled to Gulu, northern Uganda, to train new
partner Human Rights Focus (HURIFO) in video
advocacy and in the basic use of its WITNESS-
donated video camera.

• United States: Program Associate Tamaryn
Nelson traveled to Arizona to conduct an
introductory training with the staff and community-
based partners of American Friends Service
Committee’s “Project Voice” in preparation for a
new video documenting the militarization of the
U.S.-Mexico border.

– Klaartje Jong, WITNESS-Supported Video Trainer, Thailand 
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New Models for
Intervention
Since there are many more innovative human rights
groups that seek WITNESS’ support each year than
we can serve directly, we have initiated a new two-
prong approach intended to simultaneously enhance
the depth and breadth of our services. To achieve the
greatest impact, WITNESS has begun to focus on
providing intensive support for a maximum of 13-15
Core Partners in a given year. This Core consists of
campaign-specific relationships of 1-3 years in length
designed to achieve high impact and visibility. Since
partnerships are staggered in length and stage of
intervention, the Core Partner portfolio is constantly
rejuvenated as concrete goals are achieved and new
challenges undertaken.

At the same time, we have begun to employ a new
strategy called Seeding Video Advocacy which
provides a broad number of short-term training
seminars and workshops to groups and individuals
that are not formally part of the Core Partner
network. This groundbreaking new model helps us
dramatically increase the number of advocates we
can train in a given year – enabling us to say “yes” 
to many deserving groups that are asking for our
training, skills and experience, but do not meet our
criteria for Core Partnership. 

Seeding Video Advocacy trainings are organized 
via planned gatherings of human rights advocates.
Since launching the initiative in early 2004, we 
have already trained more than 400 new human 
rights defenders over in 100 countries through
participation in conferences and courses organized by:

• Academy on Human Rights Law and Humanitarian
Law at American University, Washington, DC, USA

• African Commission on Human and Peoples’
Rights, Dakar, Senegal

• Columbia University’s Center for the Study of
Human Rights, New York, USA

• Darfur NGO Consortium, Dakar, Senegal
• Forum-Asia Annual Human Rights Training

Program, Bangkok, Thailand
• Inter-American Human Rights Moot Court

Competition at American University, Washington,
DC, USA

• Inter-American Institute on Human Rights Annual
Human Rights Course, Costa Rica

• International Colloquium: Effective Use of ICTs 
for Defending and Promoting Human Rights,
Boston, USA

• International Service for Human Rights Geneva
Training Course, Switzerland

• National Commission on Human Rights of Mexico
City, Mexico

• New Tactics for Human Rights, Ankara, Turkey
• Strengthening Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights Within the Inter-American System, 
Caracas, Venezuela

• West African Refugees and Internally Displaced
Persons Network, Dakar, Senegal

Seeding trainings are meant to complement the 
more intensive, long-term efforts of our Core
Partners. The time WITNESS staff spends working
with these Core Partners serves as a reciprocal
incubator of ideas and exchange, generating new
approaches to integrating video into advocacy
work. Since our partners are focused on a wide
array of issues, audiences and regions, WITNESS
staff continually learns from the ideas and energy
that our partners bring to the table, figuring out
together what works and what doesn’t. These best
practices are then disseminated broadly throughout
the human rights community via the Seeding
initiative – which, in its figurative concept, tries to
“seed” good ideas into fertile soil so they can grow.

New Tools for Video
Advocacy 
WITNESS continually seeks out new ways to
provide human rights defenders with the tools 
they need to enhance the power of their advocacy. 
We are pleased to announce seven new training
manuals that will be published together as a book 
in Fall 2005 by Pluto Press (U.K.) tentatively titled
“Video for Change: A How-To Guide on Using 
Video in Advocacy and Activism.” The book features
chapters written by WITNESS staff and guest
authors along with a Preface by WITNESS founder
Peter Gabriel.

Chapters include:

• Using Video for Advocacy
• Safety and Security
• Video as Evidence
• Storytelling for Advocacy
• Video Production
• Editing for Advocacy
• Strategic Distribution

Based on the work of WITNESS and other video
advocates around the world, this book will provide 
a how-to guide to video advocacy for human rights
organizations and other social justice groups wanting
to use video in their campaigning. Our experience
with existing WITNESS training materials shows
that our partners often use these resources to train
other locally-based groups, reaching hundreds if 
not thousands of advocates around the world. 
Each component of “Video for Change” will also 
be made available free of charge on our website. 
In July, WITNESS convened the first annual meeting 
of the WITNESS “Pod,” a think- and action-tank of
committed professionals, including educators,
trainers, advocates, editors, and producers, to
provide feedback on draft materials for the book. 

“We are a small, 
community-based 
organization in 
Honduras without 
the connections to 
decision-makers 
and media that 
WITNESS has... 
but because of 
your involvement, 
our issues and 
concerns are now 
being heard!”

– Suzanne Shende, Co-Founder, Comité de Emergencia 
Garífuna de Honduras



This year, WITNESS invested significant energy 
and resources in each of our five regions of focus:
Africa and the Middle East, Latin America and the
Caribbean, Asia, the United States and, more recently,
Europe and the Former Soviet Union. WITNESS staff
worked closely with our Core Partners in these regions
to create new videos and to develop advocacy
campaigns surrounding recent productions, many 
of which have been shown before governments and
powerful institutions. These achievements, often the
end result of years of unrelenting advocacy and hard
work, demonstrate the ways in which significant
progress can be made by exposing injustices to the
right audiences. WITNESS partner videos are often
the convincing factor in tipping the balance in favor 
of human rights defenders.

The Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC)
The widespread recruitment of children
into armed forces in the DRC is
unparalleled throughout Africa. Tens of

thousands of child soldiers have been recruited as
combatants by all parties to the conflict, which has
been termed “Africa’s world war” and claimed nearly
four million lives. In April 2004, Association des
Jeunes pour le Développement Intégré–Kalundu/A
Child Solders Project (AJEDI-ka) approached
WITNESS for partnership to tackle the issue of child
soldiers in the DRC. In May, AJEDI-ka’s Director
Bukeni T. Waruzi Beck traveled to the WITNESS
offices in New York for a month-long training, and in
less than 6 months had produced the video “On the
Frontlines: Child Soldiers in the DRC” advocating an
end to the voluntary recruitment of children into
combat. Members of the Coalition for the International
Criminal Court have screened the video, which is of
interest since the DRC is the first case of the newly-
formed International Criminal Court. In the coming
year, the video will be screened throughout
communities in the Eastern DRC and distributed
globally to organizations concerned with the issue,
which affects hundreds of thousands of children
around the world. AJEDI-ka is also planning a follow-
up advocacy video on child soldiers geared more
toward an international audience followed by another
video advocating for the use of local cultural practices
in the national reintegration strategy of child soldiers.

WITNESS Impact

Focus on Africa
In 2004, we hired a new Program Associate for
Africa and the Middle East, Hakima Abbas, who
spent her first year at WITNESS working closely
with several long-standing Core Partners and
developing important new partnerships along
with two special projects in the region.
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In 1998, when the second war broke out in 
the Eastern DRC, I was at university in Bukavu. 
The consequences of this war were very serious 
in my home region of Uvira, especially for children. 
At that time, fighting was mainly between Mai-Mai
armed groups and the RCD-Goma rebel movement.
Many children were, and still are, recruited as
combatants by both sides to the conflict. 

Parents from Uvira began sending me letters
advocating for their children’s release from 
forced recruitment by the RCD-Goma, which 
had headquarters in Bukavu where I was studying.
So I contacted and met with the chief military of
RCD-Goma’s forces and showed him a list of 22
children’s names that I had been given by their
parents. Although I got information about 12 of
those children, the commander said that it was not 
on the agenda to demobilize them. When I sent
news back to the parents in Uvira, it was a big joy 
to some and very sad to others whose children
hadn’t been found, for this meant that surely they
were killed on the front during fighting or died in
other circumstances.

When I went home to Uvira for my school break, 
I met with other parents. This time I gathered a list 
of over 50 children who had been recruited in just 
4 villages – but I knew that recruitment had taken
place in over 15 villages in the area. So I decided 
to establish a structure that would help me 
work on the issue. AJEDI-ka was created as a

A Voice for Child Soldiers:
Bukeni’s Story

nongovernmental organization whose mission is 
to protect and promote children’s rights in conflict
situations with an emphasis on child soldiers.

In February 2003, when RCD-Goma authorities
were celebrating the welcome of over 300 newly-
recruited child soldiers in Uvira region, I captured
my first video. It was very hard to get access to the
ceremony with a camera as a non-professional, so
I disguised myself as a journalist and succeeded 
in shooting the footage safely. This past summer, 
I wasn’t so lucky. While shooting at a Mai-Mai camp 
I was kidnapped for 24 hours. Since working on the
issue of child soldiers, I’ve been arrested four times
and beaten twice. But we have still managed to
demobilize over 300 child soldiers.

Under our new partnership with WITNESS we have
improved our use of video. WITNESS trained me 
to make better footage and to use this footage in
advocacy, and they gave me a digital video camera.
The first video under this partnership will be the key
tool for our 2005 campaign aimed at preventing the
voluntary recruitment of child soldiers under parental
encouragement in Uvira region. We are sure that 
this video will have a significant impact on the local
community to prevent the recruitment of child soldiers.

Bukeni T. Waruzi Beck is the Director of
WITNESS partner AJEDI-ka in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC)

“I’ve been arrested 
four times and 
beaten twice. But we 
have still managed 
to demobilize over 
300 child soldiers.”

– Bukeni T. Waruzi Beck, AJEDI-ka



Sudan 
It has been a tumultuous year for human
rights in Darfur, Sudan, with advocacy
groups worldwide mobilizing to respond 
to the horrific ethnic cleansing perpetrated

by the Janjaweed militia with aid and support from the
Sudanese government. WITNESS collaborated with
Human Rights Watch to produce “Darfur Destroyed,”
a video that documents atrocities committed against
civilians in Darfur, including extensive interviews with
victims of the crisis. “Darfur Destroyed” was streamed
on the WITNESS website as a Rights Alert call to
action and on the Human Rights Watch website,
together reaching more than 20,000 viewers to date.
It was also screened before key decision-makers,
including ambassadors and delegates to the United
Nations and U.S. Congressional staffers, and before
participants of the NGO Forum at the 36th session 
of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’
Rights. WITNESS also edited a clip reel of the
footage, helping Human Rights Watch to secure
broadcast of the powerful imagery on multiple major
media outlets, including ABC, CNN International,
CNN en Español, and NBC4.

Special Project: Sudan

“The Darfur conflict...
provoked a wave of 
shock at the Forum 
following poignant 
testimony and 
the video images 
projected in the 
room. We all noted 
with consternation 
that despite the 
strong protest of 
the international 
community and 
the intervention 
of the African Union,
the security and 
protection of 
civilians has yet 
to be guaranteed. 
The humanitarian 
crisis remains.”

– Sidiki Kaba, Esq., President of the International Federation 
for Human Rights at the 36th Session of the African 
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, Dakar, Senegal 

Opposite far right: Executive Director Gillian Caldwell
presents “Witness to Truth” to the United Nations Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs for Sierra Leone.
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Sierra Leone
In October 2004, the Sierra Leone Truth
and Reconciliation Committee (TRC)
released its written report on the country’s
decade-long civil war. Based on the

success of the 2001 WITNESS video “Operation
Fine Girl: Rape Used as a Weapon of War in Sierra
Leone,” WITNESS was invited by the Sierra Leonean
TRC to produce the video “Witness to Truth” – the first
time that a TRC has created a video counterpart to 
its official report. The video highlights the key causes
and consequences of the war, and encourages 
civil society in Sierra Leone and beyond to hold 
the government accountable for implementing 
the binding recommendations issued by the TRC.

In December, the first public screening of the 
video took place in Sierra Leone with all 4 national
Commissioners of the TRC in attendance along with
members of civil society, media and the public. Over
1,000 copies of the video are now being distributed
throughout the country, with copies hand-delivered 
to key decision-makers, including President Ahmad
Tejan Kabbah of Sierra Leone, President Horst
Koehler of Germany, who is the first European Head
of State to visit Sierra Leone since 1961, Brigadier
Kellie Conteh, Head of the National Security Office
in Sierra Leone and one of the key TRC witnesses
featured in the video, and Peter Penfold, the former
British High Commissioner to Sierra Leone, who
vowed to take the WITNESS video to the highest
levels of the British government.

In New York, WITNESS Executive Director Gillian
Caldwell and the lead investigator for the TRC in
Sierra Leone, Howard Varney, hand-delivered a 
copy of the report and video to the President of the
Security Council and the Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs for Sierra Leone at a special session of the 
U. N. General Assembly. Gillian and Howard also
discussed the project on “The Leonard Lopate
Show” on New York’s National Public Radio affiliate.
“Witness to Truth” was additionally streamed as a
Rights Alert on the WITNESS website. The main
thrust of distribution begins in early 2005 with the
onset of four ground-breaking national public
education and advocacy projects implemented by
local civil society groups receiving small grants from
WITNESS. We will also work with Human Rights
Watch, a local consultant in Sierra Leone, and key
donors to formulate a 2-3 year national advocacy
strategy by local NGOs to ensure implementation 
of the key recommendations issued by the TRC.

Special Project: Sierra Leone

“ ‘Witness to Truth’ will make an enormous
impact on the many thousands of Sierra
Leoneans who will see it. It stands as a
timely intervention into the post-conflict
dynamics of Sierra Leone.”

– Howard Varney, Lead Investigator of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Sierra Leone



Senegal
Despite the worldwide campaign to
eradicate landmines, these weapons
remain a grave threat to people living 
in the Senegalese border region of

Casamance. Although the region’s recent conflict 
for independence has subsided, landmines continue
to strike innocent civilians indiscriminately. In March,
Moussa Boucome from partner Rencontre Africaine
Pour La Défense des Droites de L’Homme
(RADDHO) in Senegal spent a month at the
WITNESS offices to co-produce “Against the Tide 
of History: Landmines in the Casamance,” which calls
for national and international assistance to landmine
survivors and urges the Senegalese government 
to meet its obligations under the Mine Ban Treaty.
Audiences for the video include national policy-
makers, international decision-makers and allies in
the international campaign to eradicate landmines.

The Gambia
In January 2004, the protocol establishing
the African Court on Human and Peoples’
Rights was ratified – creating the first pan-
African legal mechanism to help ensure

justice for human rights abuses. The mere existence 
of the Court, however, is not enough to create a culture
of respect for human rights on the continent. To date,
only 19 of 53 members of the African Union have
ratified the Court’s Protocol and only one of those
states has accepted the jurisdiction of the Court 
to hear cases directly from NGOs and individuals. 
In September, Mireille Affa’a Mindzie of partner 
The Institute for Human Rights and Development in

Africa traveled to WITNESS’ offices in New York to
edit “The Road to Justice” a new video advocating for
an effective and accessible Court with widespread
jurisdiction. The video will be distributed widely to
over 200 African policymakers and civil society groups.

Uganda
Northern Uganda has been in conflict for
over 18 years. Throughout this time the
civilian population has been the target of
abductions, killings, rape, arbitrary arrest

and torture. In 1996, the forced eviction of civilians
to so-called “protected camps” created a crisis of
internal displacement which now affects more than
1.5 million people. Although ostensibly created as a
safe haven for “internally displaced persons” (IDPs),
these camps have become the centers of some of
the worst human rights violations in the region. 
In May, Human Rights Focus (HURIFO), based in
Gulu, northern Uganda, approached WITNESS for
partnership to stem the tide of massive violations
committed against the IDP population. In June,
Program Associate Hakima Abbas traveled to Gulu
to train HURIFO in video advocacy and technical
skills. A resulting video will be produced in 2005 
as part of a campaign advocating for a long-term
resettlement plan that incorporates the needs of
IDPs. The video will be distributed to key national
decision-makers, including a screening before the
Ugandan Parliament and international organizations 
involved in the resettlement of IDPs in Uganda.
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Paraguay
Throughout the world, people with mental
disabilities suffer abuse under the care of the
institutions meant to protect them. WITNESS
partner Mental Disability Rights International

(MDRI) works to promote regional and international
action to end those abuses. WITNESS collaborated
with MDRI in late 2003 to edit a video, shot by MDRI,
exposing dehumanizing conditions at the Neuro-
Psychiatric Hospital in Paraguay. The video was
submitted to the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights (IACHR) as part of a legal petition
requesting urgent measures to protect two teenage
boys – Jorge and Julio – who spent four years locked
in isolation cells, naked and without access to
bathrooms. In a landmark decision, the IACHR
approved the measures to protect the lives and
physical integrity of those in psychiatric institutions
by recommending the State of Paraguay take
immediate action to remedy the situation.

At the same time, MDRI and WITNESS brought the
issue to the public by streaming the video over their
websites and MDRI contacted CNN en Español to
do a follow-up story. This exposure lead to a series 
of changes: Julio and Jorge were released from their
tiny cells and given access to showers, clothes, and
24-hour nurses. Although the physical conditions of
Jorge and Julio improved, much remained to be done
at the Hospital. In June, MDRI returned to Paraguay
and documented that conditions continued to
threaten the lives and health of more than 400 others
detained at the institution. Based on these findings,
MDRI filed for an extension of the precautionary
measures petition, arguing that conditions in the
institution continued to present a grave and urgent
threat. In July, the IACHR extended the emergency
measures for an additional six months.

In September, MDRI captured new footage at the
Hospital and collaborated with WITNESS to prepare 
a video for screening before the IACHR, where
MDRI demonstrated the need for more measures to
fully guarantee the rights of patients at the Hospital.
MDRI has drafted an accord which is undergoing
review by the Paraguayan government that would
establish a plan for a process of deinstitutionalization
and the establishment of community-based mental
health services in the country. If this agreement is
reached, it will be an historical achievement for the
rights of people with mental disabilities.

Focus on the Americas
In 2004, WITNESS hired a new Program
Associate for Latin America and the Caribbean,
Tamaryn Nelson, who has focused primarily on
identifying new partnerships devoted to pressing
human rights issues in the region. Recognizing the
importance of highlighting human rights violations
taking place in our own country, we are also
pleased to share recent successes surrounding
several partners based in the United States.



Mexico
Over the past decade, hundreds of women

have been “disappeared” and murdered in Ciudad
Juarez, a Mexican border town across from El Paso,
Texas. Although the Mexican government has
created systems to monitor investigations, they
have been ineffective and improper. In fact,
investigations of the murders have routinely
included torture of suspects and shed serious
doubt on the independence of Federal and State
judges and attorneys in Mexico. WITNESS’ new
partners at Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y
Promoción de los Derechos Humanos have worked
to raise national and international awareness
surrounding this pressing human rights issue. 
In the coming year, the Comisión and WITNESS
will co-produce a video pointing to irregularities
surrounding the investigations. The video will call for
the strengthening of institutions that are monitoring
the situation and provide recommendations on how
to ensure the rights of women in Ciudad Juarez and
throughout Mexico. Over 20 hours of footage has
already been shot around the arrest, torture and
forced confession of a man who was imprisoned for
murdering his cousin, despite mounting factual
evidence contradicting the confession. The video
will be distributed to key decision-makers in Mexico,
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights,
and members of the U.S. Congress.

Brazil
There are approximately 25,000-40,000
slave laborers in remote rural areas in 
Brazil. The lack of a strong presence of the
Federal government in these areas, where

local authorities have strong ties to landowners,
who in turn have ties to political elites at the national
level, has led to rampant impunity. WITNESS has
formed a new joint partnership with the Commissão
Pastoral da Terra (CPT)’s Campaign to Eradicate
Slave Labor and the Centro pela Justiça e o Direito
Internacional (CEJIL) in Brazil to put the topic of
slave labor back on the agenda as a gross human
rights violation, rather than simply a problem of 
poor working conditions. Together, we will create 
a video that advocates an end to impunity
surrounding the use of slave labor in Brazil. The
video will highlight key advocacy goals, including
the need for measures to ensure that cases are
brought against those responsible for the crime 
of slave labor and that Federal police agents 
react immediately and effectively after receiving 
a complaint. The video will be distributed to key
decision-makers in Brazil, international governmental
organizations, national and international human rights
organizations, the general public and the media.

United States
The growing militarization of the U.S.-

Mexico border, described by some as a “low-
intensity conflict zone,” has led to rampant human
rights abuses among migrants seeking a better 
life for themselves and their families in the U.S.
WITNESS’ new partner The American Friends
Service Committee (AFSC)’s “Project Voice” is
developing a video that will bring attention to the
military-style enforcement tactics used in border
communities, and the inhumane treatment of
migrants and border residents that often results. 
In August, Program Associate Tamaryn Nelson
traveled to Arizona to conduct an introductory
training with AFSC staff and community-based
partners in preparation for the video which will
advocate that the current debate around immigration
in the U.S. – and U.S.-Mexico border policy in
particular – must be discussed within a human rights
framework. It will also advocate for comprehensive
immigration reform, including an overhaul of U.S.
immigration laws and the de-militarization of the
U.S.-Mexico border. Outreach efforts will target
migrants and border residents, U.S. and Mexican
policymakers and potential migrants in Mexico and
other Latin American countries. 

United States
The California Youth Authority (CYA) 

has failed its youth. One of the largest correctional
agencies in the country, its purpose is to rehabilitate
youth in trouble and protect the public. Instead, it
is a source of rampant human rights abuse. The
financial cost of the CYA to the citizens of California 
is also steep: $80,000 per year, per youth – more
than seven times the amount spent per youth in
California on public education. Despite this price
tag, it is estimated that more than 90% of CYA
youth who leave the system are re-arrested within
three years. WITNESS and partner Books Not
Bars, a project of the Ella Baker Center for Human
Rights (EBCHR), have joined forces to produce
“System Failure: Violence, Abuse and Neglect 
in the California Youth Authority,” a new video
highlighting the failures of the CYA through the
stories of the families and youth caught in the
machinery of California’s juvenile system. A follow 
up to our successful 2001 video collaboration
“Books Not Bars,” this new video documents the
grave human rights violations experienced by youth
imprisoned in the CYA – violations that include
sexual abuse, beatings, forced medication, and
systemic medical and educational neglect.
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“ Our partnership with WITNESS has been a tremendously valuable learning experience… 
WITNESS has provided us and our community partners with an important means to 
highlight the impact of U.S.-Mexico border militarization and to create positive social
change through our collaboration.”

– Felecia Bartow, Project Voice Documentation Coordinator, American Friends Service Committee

Photo by Joao Ripper

Courtesy of W
OLA
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“System Failure” advocates for the closing of the 
8 CYA prison-like facilities together with bolstering
of local community-based programs and the
establishment of regional rehabilitation centers that,
along the Missouri model, emphasize rehabilitation.
It is directed toward California policymakers,
parents of imprisoned children, and community
organizations. The video debuted in October 2004
at the Grand Lake Theatre in Oakland, California, 
to a sold-out audience of over 300. Local juvenile
justice officials attended, including the local district
attorney, juvenile court judge, juvenile public
defender, and others. Since then, numerous State
legislators have expressed interest in seeing the
video. “System Failure” has also been shown at 
the Center for Policy Alternatives’ “Summit on the
States,” a national conference for State legislators
held in Washington, D.C., and it was featured on 
the WITNESS website as a Rights Alert call to
action. In January 2005, copies of the video will 
be distributed to California State legislators and 
the film will be screened at the State Capitol on 
the one-year anniversary of the deaths of two CYA
youths, Dion Whitfield and Durrell Feaster. Nationwide
distribution efforts will continue throughout 2005.

WITNESS: How long were you in the CYA? 
Will Roy: I was in the California Youth Authority for 
5 years, 8 months. My experience was like in the
video – very disturbing. It was violent, brutal… CYA is
somewhat of an enigma. On the surface, it looks like a
good program. But when you experience it, it’s totally
the opposite. They say rehabilitation comes first, but
in actuality, it’s punishment. That’s an experience that
I’ll always have with me, but I try not to contemplate 
it for too long.

W: How did the idea for the “System Failure” video
come about and what was your involvement?
WR: There was a lady who had a son in CYA who
thought it would be a good idea to make a video
depicting the reality. The idea at first was to show
the video to judges, so they know what really goes
on before they send kids there. My main role was to
act as the advisor. When they needed advice about
a particular issue, they would ask me and I would
clear it up for them so nothing was misconstrued in
the video and things were as real as we could have
made them. Rather than just making a video from
speculation, from people who were never in CYA.

W: How has the film been received?
WR: I’ve heard people were blown away by it, I’ve
heard it was very disturbing to watch, I’ve heard
people say, “I didn’t know it was that bad.”

W: Do you think this film would have prevented you
from going to CYA?
WR: I don’t honestly know. What I can say is that it
would have at least made me aware of what was out
there. A lot of people that are having brushes with
the law, they don’t find out what the CYA is until
they’re actually in juvenile hall and hear about it.
They should know about it just like adults know 
about prison – but children, I don’t think they know
the magnitude of the consequences of their actions.

W: The film explains how the smaller, more
residential programs are more cost-effective for 
the State. Is it true that the California Correctional
Peace Officers Association [the prison guards’
union] pressures the government to keep the big
facilities open?
WR: Those are the bad guys – they’re also the
biggest lobby out here in California. They fork over
the most money to politicians. It’s common sense
that politicians would want to keep the destructive
system open if it will put money in their pockets. 

W: What are your goals for the video, besides
showing it to legislators?
WR: My own personal plan is to show it to the
community, rather than in aftercare or while people
are in CYA. Just educating those people I feel like it
would be a great preventative tool. I’d like to see it
distributed in high schools or junior high schools so
kids can say, “I don’t want to go there” – it would
give them a reason to second-guess their lifestyle. 

W: What changes would you like to see in CYA? 
WR: People out here are actually speaking about
reforming CYA, which is good in its own right –
just that people are talking about it and people are
aware of why something is wrong. However, I think
that reforming it is like taking two steps forward
knowing that you’ll be taking three steps back. 
For it to truly change, it needs to be shut down and
reopened with a different model. You can’t build
something effective on top of something rotten. 
In order to have true change, you need to start 
from the ground up. 

-Will Roy, a 23-year old poet and youth activist,
was formerly incarcerated in the California
Youth Authority for five years and eight months

Surviving CYA:
An Interview with Will Roy

“I show this video 
to people and they 
are blown away. 
They are outraged 
and ready to do 
something about 
the problems - 
exactly what I 
dreamed such a 
video would achieve. 
It’s clear this video 
is going to 
completely change 
what we are capable 
of doing. It’s going 
to dramatically 
improve our 
advocacy, our 
influence, and 
our campaigning 
success.” 

– Lenore Anderson, Books Not Bars Director, 
Ella Baker Center for Human Rights

Photo by Ventura County Star
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Burma
An estimated 600,000-1 million people in
Burma have been driven from their homes 
by the country’s military dictatorship and

become “internally displaced persons” (IDPs). 
The government also regularly practices forced
labor, forced relocation, and the arbitrary execution 
and massacre of its own people. WITNESS 
partner Burma Issues uses video to document this
systematic repression, and to educate and mobilize
grassroots communities within Burma to advocate 
for changes that impact people in Burma. Working
with WITNESS, Burma Issues provides video
footage to the media and public – both globally and
within neighboring Thailand – as well as to human
rights decision-making bodies.

WITNESS has completed the first two years of an
intensive training period with Burma Issues to build
the organization’s capacity for video advocacy. The
trainings were undertaken primarily by a locally-based
trainer at each of Burma Issues’ regional offices
whose staff includes various ethnic nationalities from
inside Burma, including Karen and Karenni, as well as
Thai and foreign staff. Along with new camera and
editing equipment provided by WITNESS, these
trainings have enabled Burma Issues to produce an
impressive series of videos. During the early stages of
training, Burma Issues and WITNESS co-produced
“No Place to Go” illuminating the hardships facing
IDPs in Burma. As the cornerstone of our ongoing
campaign to ensure that IDP needs are met, this video
has been shown widely to key policymakers, media,
funders, and solidarity groups throughout Asia, the
U.S. and Europe, with heightened activity surrounding
the passing of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy
Act by the U.S. Congress in 2003, which for the first
time bans all imports from Burma, freezes the regime’s
assets, and ensures that Burma’s dictatorship cannot
receive IMF or World Bank loans.

Early this year, Burma Issues and WITNESS 
co-produced “Entrenched Abuse: Forced Labor 
in Burma” which shows how, despite its claims to 
the contrary, the Burmese military routinely forces
hundreds of thousands of people to work against 
their will and without pay on development projects, 
as porters in the military, and in other forms of
compulsory labor. “Entrenched Abuse” was
screened at the International Labor Organization
(ILO) during deliberations on whether to impose
further sanctions on the Burma military regime.
WITNESS Program Manager Sam Gregory also
attended the first working conference of the U.S.
Campaign for Burma in Washington, D.C., where
“Entrenched Abuse” was screened for an audience 
of more than 100, and 80 copies of a DVD that
included “Entrenched Abuse” and “No Place to Go”
were distributed to attendees as well as to senior
administration and State officials. Both films were
distributed widely to key Burma advocates in the
U.S. and Thailand and screened at film festivals
worldwide. “Entrenched Abuse” was additionally
broadcast online at the WITNESS website as a
Rights Alert call to action.

In May, WITNESS screened “Entrenched Abuse” and
“No Place to Go” on Capitol Hill with Rep. Joseph
Pitts (R-PA), congressional staffers, international
press and NGO representatives as part of a
campaign to persuade Congress to renew the
Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act. The videos
were also distributed for use in 25 house parties held
nationwide in support of Burma’s democratically-
elected leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who remains
under house arrest in Rangoon. “Entrenched Abuse”
was additionally screened for members of the U.N.
Committee on the Rights of the Child and provided to
key U.S. government officials and to the U.N. Special
Representative on Internally Displaced Persons and
other intergovernmental authorities.

Using editing equipment provided by WITNESS,
Burma Issues produced two new videos on forced
portering intended for key advocacy audiences. 
The first piece focuses on the Burmese military’s
misrepresentation of prison conditions and forced
portering to the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) and was screened at the ICRC
office in Bangkok with responsibility for Burma. The
second piece, entitled “From Prison to Frontline,”
was created to complement a detailed written report
to the international human rights community and as 
a submission to the ILO, which identifies Burma as
one of the world’s world perpetrators of forced labor
and seeks severe measures against the regime. 
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Focus on Asia
This past year has been one of both productivity
and change for the Asia program. Our Program
Manager Sam Gregory has been focused on
training our three new Program Associates, and
on an intensive partnership with Burma Issues 
in Thailand surrounding a series of locally-based
trainings and new video productions. At the
same time, we have entered a period of
relationship development, looking to identify at
least one new Core Partner for the Asia portfolio
in the coming year.

Focus on Europe
We are pleased to announce the hire of Violeta
Krasnic, our first Program Associate with a
focus on Europe and the Former Soviet Union,
to develop new human rights video campaigns
in that region. In the coming year, we will identify
2-3 new regional partners, with at least one
working on Roma desegregation issues and
one working on mental disability rights.

Other videos produced locally by Burma Issues 
for community mobilization include “Voices from 
the Salween Valley” about the construction of a
controversial dam, “Tears of the Sea” about the
global trafficking of ethnic minorities, and “Living 
in Unsafety” about the conditions faced by IDPs
and forced portering in Karenni State created during
the Burma military offensive in Summer 2004.

In September, Sam Gregory traveled to Thailand 
to participate in a formal evaluation of Burma Issues
together with a representative from the Open Society
Institute. The evaluation involved a week-long training
conducted by Burma Issues with representatives of
groups from its local network, which marks a pivotal
success in our ongoing mission to train partners to
serve as resources in their own regions. In October,
Sam returned to Thailand to work with Burma Issues
on a new video called “Do Our Lives Matter?,”
depicting conditions in southern Burma including
forced relocation camps at a key moment in the
debate about the situation there. This video was
produced to open a section of the Thailand Burma
Border Consortium annual conference on IDPs in
southern Burma. This screening allowed local voices
from Burma to be heard by conference attendees
including key donors, decision-makers and human
rights advocates. Sam also worked with Burma
Issues to create new plans for shooting, advocacy
and outreach surrounding the organization’s
upcoming IDP campaigns, focusing on action around
the U.N. Human Rights Commission in Spring 2005.

Above: Rep. Joseph Pitts (R-PA) hosts a Capitol Hill
screening of WITNESS videos on forced labor in Burma.
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2004 At a Glance New
Productions

Equipment Partner
Trainings

Advocacy Seeding
Workshops

Burma/Thailand

5

2 3 4

6 7 11

14

8 5

The Philippines

6 5

Turkey

7

Switzerland

4 7

Kenya

3

Uganda

6 10

Democratic
Republic of Congo 

Sierra Leone

6

Senegal

7 3 5

United States 
(New York)

9

10 11 12

13

9 9

United States
(Boston)

8

United States
(Washington, D.C.)

United States
(California)

10

United States
(Arizona)

Mexico

3 4 4

5 2

Guatemala

Peru

6

Venezuela

11

Costa Rica

Paraguay

13 4

Colombia

1

Honduras

2 3 15

2

The Gambia

9 12

10

16

14 15

Sudan

1

1 2 8

7 11

8

1

1
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EQUIPMENT

1. Democratic Republic of Congo
Partner: AJEDI-ka

2. Honduras 
Partner: Comité de Emergencia de Garífuna de Honduras

3. Mexico
Partner: Centro de los Derechos Humanos de la 
Mujer Naaxwiin

4. Mexico
Partner: Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y 
Promoción de los Derechos Humanos

5. Burma/Thailand
Partner: Burma Issues

6. Uganda 
Partner: Human Rights Focus

7. United States (Arizona)
Partner: AFSC’s “Project Voice”

PARTNER TRAININGS

1. Colombia
Partner: MINGA

2. Democratic Republic of Congo 
Partner: AJEDI-ka

3. Honduras 
Partner: Comité de Emergencia de Garífuna 
de Honduras

4. Mexico 
Partner: Centro de los Derechos Humanos de 
la Mujer Naaxwiin

5. Mexico
Partner: Comisión Mexicana de Defensa 
y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos

6. Peru
Partner: Amazon Watch

7. Senegal
Partner: RADDHO

8. Burma/Thailand
Partner: Burma Issues

9. The Gambia 
Partner: Institute for Human Rights and Development

10. Uganda 
Partner: Human Rights Focus

11. United States (Arizona)
Partner: AFSC’s “Project Voice”

SEEDING WORKSHOPS

1. Costa Rica

2. Mexico

3. Senegal

4. Switzerland

5. Thailand

6. The Philippines

7. Turkey

8. United States (Boston)

9. United States (New York)

10. United States (Washington, DC)

11. Venezuela

NEW PRODUCTIONS

1. “Darfur Destroyed”
Co-producer: Human Rights Watch
Country: Sudan

2. “Do Our Lives Matter?”
Partner: Burma Issues
Country: Burma/Thailand 

3. “Entrenched Abuse: Forced Labor in Burma”
Partner: Burma Issues
Country: Burma/Thailand 

4. “From Prison to Frontline” 
Partner: Burma Issues
Country: Burma/Thailand 

5. “Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread”
Partner: INSIGHTS and Task Force Detainees 
Country: The Philippines

6. “ICRC Submission on Prisoners and Porters”
Partner: Burma Issues
Country: Burma/Thailand 

7. “Living in Unsafety”
Partner: Burma Issues 
Country: Burma/Thailand 

8. “On the Frontlines: Child Soldiers in the DRC”
Partner: AJEDI-Ka
Country: Democratic Republic of Congo

9. “Righting Wrongs at Home: Human Rights
Abuses in the U.S.” 
Co-producer: International Human Rights 
Funders Group 
Country: United States (New York)

10. “System Failure”
Partner: The Ella Baker Center for Human Rights
Country: United States (California)

11. “Tears of the Sea” 
Partner: Burma Issues
Country: Burma/Thailand 

12. “The Road to Justice”
Partner: Institute for Human Rights and
Development in Africa 
Country: Pan-Africa 

13. “Video Follow-up to MDRI Petition to Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights”
Partner: Mental Disability Rights International
Country: Paraguay

14. “Voices from the Salween Valley” 
Partner: Burma Issues
Country: Burma/Thailand 

15. “When the River Met the Sea”
Partner: Comité de Emergencia de Garífuna de
Honduras. Country: Honduras

ADVOCACY

1. Guatemala: Trials scheduled for paramilitaries 
accused of participating in the 1982 massacre 
of more than 200 in the community of Rio Negro 
– the subject of the video “A Right to Justice” 
co-produced with partner Jesus Tecu Osorio

2. Honduras: The Governor of Colon announces 
the closing of an illegal highway running through
Garífuna ancestral lands – the subject of partner
Comité de Emergencia de Garífuna de Honduras’
film “Garífunas Holding Ground”

3. Kenya: “Against the Tide of History” screened
before more than 30 decision-makers at the 
Nairobi Conference on a Mine-Free World, including
the Senegalese delegation to the conference and
U.N. and civil society representatives

4. Paraguay: The Paraguayan government is
reviewing an accord drafted by partner Mental
Disability Rights International to reform the 
nation’s psychiatric facilities – a potentially 
historic achievement for the rights of people 
with mental disabilities

5. Senegal: Partner RADDHO hand delivers the 
video “Against the Tide of History: Landmines 
in the Casamance” to the President of Senegal

6. Sierra Leone: “Witness to Truth” is hand delivered
to the President of Sierra Leone

7. Switzerland: Attendees at the International Labor 
Organization (ILO) Conference view films on forced 
labor and forced portering in Burma by partner 
Burma Issues during discussions on further 
measures against the regime

8. Thailand: Representatives of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross view films revealing 
new information on forced portering and prison 
conditions in Burma by partner Burma Issues

9. United States (New York): “Witness to Truth” is 
hand-delivered to the President of the Security 
Council and the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
for Sierra Leone at a special session of the United 
Nations General Assembly

10. United States (New York): U.S. State Department 
Visitors Delegation of 20 international officials from 
Asia focused on the prevention of human trafficking 
views WITNESS films devoted to the subject

11. United States (New York): “Darfur Destroyed” 
is screened before key decision-makers, including 
ambassadors and delegates to the U.N.

12. United States (New York): Director of the United 
Nations Mine Action Service views “Against the 
Tide of History: Landmines in the Casamance”

13. United States (New York): WITNESS co-sponsors 
a panel discussion on IDPs in Burma at the Asia 
Society, launching partner Burma Issues’ new video 
“Do Our Lives Matter?”

14. United States (Washington, D.C.): Capitol Hill 
screening of films on human rights in Burma by 
partner Burma Issues attended by Congressional 
staffers, international press, NGO representatives, 
and members of Congress

15. United States (Washington, D.C.): “Entrenched 
Abuse” screened for more than 100 advocates and 
decision-makers at the first working conference of 
the U.S. Campaign for Burma and distributed to 
attendees as well as to senior administration and 
State officials

16. United States (Washington D.C.):”Summit on the 
States,” the national conference for State legislators 
organized by the Center for Policy Alternatives, 
screens “System Failure”
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Please provide a 1 line caption

WITNESS continually demonstrates the power of 
its model for enhancing human rights work around
the world. Through strategic collaborations and new
technologies, we bridge the isolating divide between
our partners and a global audience. This year, we
organized a volunteer Communications Committee
drawn from the worlds of business, nonprofit
management, strategic consulting, and media. 
The Committee met throughout the year to lay the
groundwork for a tactical communications plan 
and to develop dynamic new outreach vehicles for
WITNESS. Our planned communications initiatives
will enhance WITNESS’ visibility and recognition
with an international audience, leading to an
increase in media coverage, a broader network 
of allies for WITNESS partners, and heightened
exposure for the human rights movement at large. 

New WITNESS Website
WITNESS has launched a newly redesigned 
website built on an open-source platform featuring
even more dynamic ways to get active in human
rights campaigns around the world. The new
WITNESS website will continue to broadcast new
Rights Alert videos each month. These online
webcasts feature background information about a
pressing issue and offer visitors a way to take action
through petitions and letter-writing to policymakers.

In 2004, www.witness.org premiered 7 new video
Rights Alerts:

• “Witness to Truth: A Video Report and
Recommendations from the Sierra Leone Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission”

• “System Failure: Violence, Abuse and Neglect 
in the California Youth Authority”

• “Against the Tide of History: Landmines in the
Casamance”

• “Darfur Destroyed”
• “MDRI Petition to the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights”

• “Entrenched Abuse: Forced Labor in Burma”
• “Eso Viene Sucediendo (This Has Been Happening)”

Visitors to the new website can also participate 
in a “wiki” online community forum to engage in
dialogue with WITNESS staff, partners and other
advocates working at the frontlines to create change.

New WITNESS 
Media Archive
This year saw the launch of the long-awaited WITNESS
Media Archive, www.witnessmediaarchive.org, one of
the world’s most important collections of human
rights video. With over 2,000 hours of footage shot
by hundreds of human rights partners worldwide, the
Archive covers a broad range of issues, including: 

• indigenous rights
• war crimes and genocide
• violence against women
• the effects of globalization
• refugees
• child soldiers
• human trafficking 

The WITNESS Media Archive is committed to making
hard-to-find footage of injustices widely available in the
interest of history, advocacy, and education. This living
resource is constantly expanding as we receive new
contributions from the field, ensuring our partners’
videos reach new audiences for years to come. In
2004 we began a massive effort to reorganize and
catalogue thousands of hours of video now searchable
online at our website. A third of our holdings is also
duplicated and stored safely off-site at the Open
Society Archives in Budapest.

Reaching New Audiences

– Glen Galaich, Human Rights Watch – California North

“Your presentation... provided a reminder to 
why we are all in this effort! It’s easy to lose 
touch with the true heroes on the ground 
living in such difficult conditions. I have 
been telling everyone about your message 
and asking them to take it to heart, again!” 

“ I wanted to write to extend my warm
thanks once more for your wonderful
keynote discussion at the BSR
Conference... Your work has been so
important in raising awareness of human
rights and in giving a voice to individuals
and communities, and we are exceptionally
pleased to have been able to make our
audience more aware both of your work
and of the issues on which you focus.” 

– Aron Cramer, President and CEO, Business for 
Social Responsibility

WITNESS in the
Community
WITNESS takes an active role in inspiring young
people to join the human rights movement by
presenting at schools and universities nationwide.
Local advocacy groups around the world also screen
WITNESS videos to inform and inspire others to
make changes in their communities. WITNESS has
taken the stage in the larger human rights, business
and philanthropy arenas, making presentations about
the role of video in human rights work to prominent
organizations. WITNESS backs up its claims of
human rights progress by showing the videos that
sparked changes to harmful policies and practices. 

• In an effort to raise awareness of the ways that
NGOs and corporations can work together toward
positive global impact, WITNESS produced a
keynote panel for the annual conference of 
Business for Social Responsibility in New York.

• Executive Director Gillian Caldwell attended 
the World Economic Forum as a Schwab Fellow 
for Social Entrepreneurship and hosted a reception
with co-founder and Chair Peter Gabriel for over 
30 WEF attendees, including top representatives
from corporations, government and media. 

• Executive Director Gillian Caldwell attended the
Global Philanthropy Conference in Palo Alto,
California, where she presented to donors nationwide
on the importance of funding human rights work.

©
 2004 Business For Social Responsibility

Above: Suzanne Shende of Comité de Emergencia Garífuna
de Honduras at the BSR conference.
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10,000
individuals via targeted 
distribution and community
screenings in Europe, Latin
America, Southeast Asia, 
the U.S., and West Africa.

100,000
radio listeners in Sierra Leone
and the U.S.

1,500,000
television viewers in Canada,
Ireland, Senegal, Spain, the U.K,
and the U.S.

4,000,000
Internet users worldwide.

15,000,000
readers of print media 
in Argentina, Brazil, Italy, 
Japan, Korea, Thailand, 
the U.S. and elsewhere.

50
key government officials 
from Paraguay, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone and the U.S.

80
members of international
human rights commissions,
intergovernmental bodies, 
and Truth and Reconciliation
Commissions worldwide.

500
NGO representatives and 
advocates, including partners
and other human rights
groups from 100 countries.

students at schools and 
universities in the United
States via special guest
lectures and WITNESS
screenings.

7000
attendees of film festivals and
other screenings in Australia,
Austria, Canada, Chile, Denmark,
Germany, Italy, Netherlands,
South Africa, Switzerland,
Thailand, the U.S. and elsewhere.

individuals through conferences
and symposia, with participants
representing the worlds of
international corporations,
philanthropy, technology, and
human rights advocacy

Audiences Reached Over the last year, our video productions, media 
and staff reached audiences of millions worldwide. 
WITNESS places as much – if not greater -
importance on the targeted screening of videos
before key decision-makers and allies as on the
breadth of audiences reached through television,
print and online media. 
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During 2004, WITNESS was recognized for its contribution to the 
human rights field at film festivals and other venues around the world.

•“No Place to Go” and “Entrenched Abuse” were screened at both 
the Amnesty International USA Film Festival in Los Angeles and the
Amnesty International Film Festival in Seattle

•“Against The Tide of History” was screened at the United Nations
Association Film Festival in New York

•“Behind the Labels,” “Operation Fine Girl” and “No Place to Go” were
screened at a WITNESS presentation at the 2nd International Geneva
Human Rights Film Festival 

•“Death in Zion,” “Eso Viene Sucediendo,” “Garífunas Holding Ground”
and “When the River Met the Sea” were shown at the 7th Indigenous
Film and Video Festival in Santiago, Chile

•“Operation Fine Girl” was screened at Amnesty International’s Duluth,
Minnesota, chapter’s Stop Violence Against Women Film Festival

•“Following Antigone” was screened at the Latin American Studies
Association Film Festival in Las Vegas, Nevada

•“Entrenched Abuse,” “No Place to Go” and “Following Antigone” 
were screened at the Neverland Film Festival in Rome

•“Bought and Sold” was screened at the proFRAU festival in Austria
•“Rule of the Gun in Sugarland,” “The Road to Pineapple,” 

“Garífunas Holding Ground,” and “Fueling Abuse” were screened 
at the Visualized Film Festival in Denver, Colorado

•WITNESS Public Service Announcements were shown at the Short
Cuts Cologne International Short Film Festival in Germany

•“The Price of Youth” and “No Place to Go” were shown at the 2004
AIDS Film Festival in Bangkok, Thailand

•“Behind the Labels” and “Garífunas Holding Ground” were screened
at the Channel Islands Film Festival in Oxnard, California

•“Against the Tide of History” debuted at the 3 Continents Film Festival
in both Cape Town and Johannesburg, South Africa

•“Behind the Labels” was screened at the Prato Film Festival in Italy

•“Behind the Labels,” “Rise” and “The Empire’s New Clothes” were
screened at The Muddy Cup Coffee House in Staten Island, NY, as 
part of an Independent Film Night dedicated to the post-9/11 world

•“No Place to Go” was screened during Burma Human Rights Day 
at the Berkeley Fellowship of Unitarian Universalists in California

•Videos by WITNESS partner Comité de Emergencia Garífuna de
Honduras were screened around Honduras to commemorate the
200th anniversary of Garífuna arrival in the country

•“Rise” was screened by Amnesty Denmark and the Danish Refugee
Council as part of a presentation on partner Revolutionary Women’s
Association of Afghanistan

•“Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread,” a new film by partner
INSIGHTS and the Mindanao Unit of the Task Force Detainees 
of the Philippines, was screened at the Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights Conference in Manila, The Philippines

•WITNESS participated in a workshop for attendees at the
International Documentary Film Festival of Amsterdam (IDFA) 
where Program Manager Sam Gregory served as a juror for 
the Amnesty International festival prize

In 2004, WITNESS reached an ever greater public audience through
print, broadcast and electronic media.

•WITNESS was again named among the top 25 groups working for
social change worldwide by Fast Company/Monitor Group

•BBC News interviewed co-founder and Chair Peter Gabriel about 
his work with WITNESS at the World Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland

•Author Paulo Coelho profiled Executive Director Gillian Caldwell 
in a piece about the 2004 World Economic Forum for the Brazilian
newspaper O Globo

•Executive Director Gillian Caldwell and the lead investigator for the 
TRC in Sierra Leone, Howard Varney, were interviewed on the “Leonard
Lopate Show” on WNYC, New York City’s National Public Radio affiliate

•CNN.fn featured WITNESS as part of its January 2004 segment on
people and organizations making a difference

•WITNESS Executive Director Gillian Caldwell was chosen as
“Journalist of the Month” by Women’s eNews and profiled online

•An op-ed piece by U.S. Representative Joseph Pitts (R-PA) and
WITNESS co-founder Peter Gabriel, entitled “Don’t Leave Behind the
People of Burma,” was published in The Asian Wall Street Journal

•Program Manager Sam Gregory was interviewed by Voice of
America–Burmese Service after a WITNESS screening devoted 
to Burma on Capitol Hill

•The Associated Free Press published an article, which was later
syndicated, referencing the Burma IDP issues raised at the WITNESS
screening on Capitol Hill

•The film “Seeing is Believing” about WITNESS aired repeatedly on
the Sundance Channel nationwide

•CNN Turkey interviewed WITNESS for a report from Ankara on the 
“New Tactics in Human Rights” symposium

•WITNESS mentioned in the New York Times article, “Air of Ambiguity,”
about WITNESS Board Member and visual artist, Izhar Patkin

Film Festivals – 
Selected Highlights 2004

Creating Human Rights Allies – 
Selected Media Highlights 2004 

“Thank you for such a 
wonderful event but
more importantly for 
your constant work. 
The successes are 
ever thrilling and the 
places to continue 
ever mounting.”

•International Documentary Magazine published a feature on 
WITNESS in its April 2004 issue

•The Japanese magazine Pen with New Attitude profiled WITNESS
Program Manager Sam Gregory in the article “Making a Difference:
Visionaries in Humanitarian Aid”

•WITNESS.org was named the top recommended film site of the 
month on Alternet.org

•The Universal Rights Network published Executive Director Gillian
Caldwell’s journal from Sierra Leone, written while working on the 
film “Witness to Truth” with the TRC

•Le Courier discussed WITNESS in its review of the Geneva
International Human Rights Film Festival

•The New York Sun featured WITNESS’ volunteer program in its article,
“The Buzz You’re Hearing May be from Street Team Marketers”

Photo by JosephM
oran.com
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Above left and right
April 27, 2004: WITNESS was recognized as a nonprofit honoree 
for human rights at the first annual Artivist Film Festival Merging
Art and Activism. Executive Director Gillian Caldwell accepted
WITNESS’ award at a gala reception in Hollywood, California.

Opposite left and right
December 6, 2004: WITNESS co-founder and Chair Peter 
Gabriel hosted a benefit for WITNESS with performances by
musicians Philip Glass and DJ Spooky and opening remarks 
by Susan Sarandon.

– WITNESS supporter



Our Continued Commitment

We remain committed to helping human rights
defenders mobilize local opposition to human
rights abuses, provide evidence of human
rights violations, and engage policymakers 
and the global community in their struggles so
that significant human rights gains are made.

Through our expanding training
programs and other resources,
many thousands of people will
continue to benefit. Our small
staff is dedicated to training 
our partners, developing new
strategic alliances, and forging
relationships with broadcast
venues that will air video footage
on news programs worldwide.

With an ever-growing
network of friends
and collaborators,
WITNESS has been
able to develop an
effective model that
is making a dramatic
difference for
millions of people
around the world.
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Expenses Amount Percentage

Education & Outreach $793,368 61%
Training $144,072 11%
Fundraising $146,969 11%
Video Production $132,697 10%
Management & General $91,657 7%

Total Expenses $1,308,763 100%

Income Amount Percentage

Foundations $1,188,599 54%
In-Kind Goods & Services $392,996 18%
Individuals $214,558 10%
Board of Directors $203,362 9%
Corporations $101,709 5%
Earned & Investment Income $52,166 2%
Events (net) $37,910 2%

Total $2,191,300 100%
Less Revenue Restricted to FY05 $823,153

Total Adjusted Gross Income–FY04 Only $1,368,147

* Audited figures for Fiscal Year 2004 (June 1, 2003-May 31, 2004). Audited financial statements are available upon request.

WITNESS Financials 2004*



Baker and Hostetler, BAM Local Development
Corporation, Carola Barton, Tahir Bashir, Melissa 
Bradley, Patricia Caesar/Marks Paneth Strategy Group,
Giora Chamizer, Moe Chan, David Chazen, Chez es
Saada Restaurant, Charlie Crystle, Michele Demers,
Shannon Dempsey, Sonya Fatah, Anna Gabriel, Adam
Goldstein, Google AdWords, GuS - Grown-up Soda,
Haberman and Associates, Alethea Hanna, Michael
Hirschhorn, Bob Holroyd/ Six Degrees Music, Paul Katz,
Robert Kissane/ CCS Fundraising, Laura Kurgan/Laura
Kurgan Design, Louise Laurin, Lippa Pearce Design, 
Lutz and Carr, Josh Mailman, Regina Merkert, Annalisa
Millela, Liz Miller, Janet Mitchell, Patrick Montgomery,
Morgan, Lewis and Bockius, mPRm, Wilson Neate,
Nomad Media Worldwide, Oddcast, Annie Ohayon,
Richard O’Regan, Valeria Otero, Outblaze/Yat Siu, Izhar
Patkin, Salesforce.com, Sarah Silver, Louis Spitzer, John
Tariot, Taste It Presents, Kathy Thin, Rachel Thompson,
Stephanie Tuck, Show Ei Tun, Union Square Wine and
Spirits, Suzanne Vega, Rufus Wainwright, Weber
Shandwick/Josh Gilbert, Yamaha Corporation of 
America, Erica Yeomans, Katie Zoglin

Adolfo Sanchez Alegre, Kate Burlingham, Susan Faqueri,
Richard Haselwood, Ryan Holladay, Abigail Kafka, Ryan
Kautz, Jennifer Laird, Grace Lile, Tad Martin, Ruchika
Muchhala, Ange Munyakazi, Jacqueline Noguera, Zhenya
Plechkina, Olivia Quinto, Shilpa Raman, Zabihulla
Saipov, Shrihari Sathe, Annick Shen, Julio Torres, 
Madina Zhanuzakova

Contributors In-kind
Supporters

WITNESS gratefully acknowledges the following 
individuals, foundations and corporations that
supported our activities from June 2003 through
May 2004.

The American Documentary, Terry Anderson, Ruth and Craig
Antonides, Annie Ballard, Isabel Bigelow, Andrew Blau, David
Bornstein, Melissa Bradley, David Brin, Marna Broida, Karen
Ramey Burns, Catherine Cahill and William Bernhard, Sverre
Caldwell, William Caldwell, Pamela Calvert, Lisa Carlin, Carolyn P.
Blum Trust, Suzanne C. Carothers, Bethany E. Chaney, Alan Char,
Robert J. Cohen, Kristin Cole, Patrick Corvington, Stuart P. Coxhead
Jr., Bertha Cummins, Ron Delsener, Michele Demers, Hope Dodson,
Niles Donegan, Kristen Eiermann, Tigran Eldred, Ann G. Hanes
Flinn, Thomas Fontana, Buffy Frick, Julia Friedlander, Ariel
Friedman, David Friedman, Aileen Gaal, Linda Gaal, Alison
Galloway, Constanza Gardeazabal, Linda Gillies, Beryl Goldberg,
Lawrence G. Goodman, Ursula and Bruce Gregory, Laura Hake,
Laura A. Hall, Cynthia and John Harland, Kim Hastreiter, Priscilla
Hayner, Michelle Henry, Hilda Mullen Foundation, Nevan Hooker,
Donald J. Horowitz, Nancy Hult-Ganis, Tasneem Ismailji, Tioka
Tokedira Jackson, Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation, Douglas
Jacobs-Moore, Jonathan Jacoby, Denise Janick, Ana S. Joanes,
Kristine M. Johnson, Dena Jones, Theresa and James Jones, Donald
S. Kornfeld, Darlene Kostrub, Sara Lynn Krosch, Neal Kursban,
Wendy Vanderbilt, Lehman, Barry Levine, Barry Long Jr., Harlinah

Katz Lopez, Stephanie Lucas, Tamar and Samuel Magdovitz, Laura
Maioglio, Timon Malloy, Camille Massey, Cis and Carey Matthiessen,
Chantal McCabe, Matthew McGough, Kris and Bruce McKinnon, 
June McKnight, Cheryl McPherson, Mediaport Entertainment, Abdallah
Melkonian, Mary Ellen Mitchell, Isaac Moinester, Paul Moss, Nancy
Mozur, Barbara Murphy, Anne Firth Murray, Juliana Neiman, Susan
Ottenheimer, Overman Foundation, Todd Paglia, Danny Paradise, Eli
Pariser, Dean Peerman, Viveca, Chris and Jordy Perry-Greene, Julie
Peters and Nathaniel Berman, Maxine Phillips, Kim Rabin, Elizabeth
Rappaport, Nancy Young Reynolds, Steven Riskin, Gaudericq Robiliard,
Eric Rosenthal, Roberta Oster Sachs, Sam-Kam Foundation, Michael
Santos, Barbara Santry, Jennifer L. Scarlett, Marian Lapsley Schwarz,
Suzanne Seggerman, Joseph Serling, Kathy Shapiro, Lindsay Shea,
Karen Sherman, Ali Sigari, Lorin Silverman, Douglas Snodgrass,
Dawnie W. Steadman, Craig Sumberg, Dawn E. Taylor, Sara
Thurwachter, Martina Vandenberg, Ilene and Bert Vogelstein, 
Shirley Vogelstein, Paul Wachtel, Christian D. Wallace, Judy and Ken
Weinstein, Greg Westin, Dirk Wiggins, Monica Winsor, Melinda B Wolfe

$100,000 and over

$50,000 to $99,000

$25,000 to $49,999

$10,000 to $24,999

$5000 to $9999

$1000 to $4999

Ford Foundation, Peter Gabriel, Omidyar Foundation
Sigrid Rausing Trust

Anonymous, Glaser Progress Foundation, James R. Greenbaum, 
Oak Foundation, Open Society Institute, Tech Museum of Innovation

Ashoka: Innovators for the Public, General Service Foundation,
Maja Hoffman, Morton K. and Jane Blaustein Foundation, 

Cordaid, Coxe/Otus Fund, Gregory C. Carr Foundation, Icon
Productions, Robert Kissane, Linda and John Mason, 

Susan Caldwell, David Chazen, Global Catalyst Foundation,
Keare/Hodge Family Foundation, Lois and Irving Blum Foundation,

Open Society Archives, William H. Donner Foundation

Pamela and Pierre Omidyar Fund, RealNetworks Foundation,
William John Upjohn Charitable Lead Trust

Reebok Human Rights Foundation

Yvette Alberdingkthijm, Lorene Arey, Kevin Auger, Carolyn M. Breen,
Brian Byrd, Ben Cohen, Mark Diker, Geralyn White Dreyfous, Marta
Drury, Easton Family Fund, FAO Schwarz Family Foundation,
Thomas E. Farley, Jr, Regina Glocker, Manuela and James Goren,
Christine Hemrick, Michael Hirschhorn, Hobson Family Foundation,

Paul Katz, Tom Keenan, Anita and David Keller, Thomas E. Kissane,
Betty Lee and Peter Fortenbaugh, Sara C. Lovell, Josh Mailman,
Jerilyn and Patrick Montgomery, Gloria Nagy/Richard Saul Wurman
and the Gershman Family Foundation, John Paluska, Stephen Perrine,
Kate Robin, Susan Sarandon, Andrea Stern, John Tariot, Susan Walton

$500 to $999 Marcia Latessa Berini, Kim Brizzolara, Ritu Chattree, Deborah
Clark, Maria Grazia d’Annunzio, Steven R. Donziger, Richard
Dortch, Mallika Dutt, Scott Freiman, Mark Ham, Adrienne Hirt and
Jeffrey Rodman, Russell Howard, Marian Iannicca, Martin Kaminer,
Larry Kissane, Michele Gerber Klein, Jonathan LaChance, John

Lyons, Anne Marie Macdonald, Mark McDonough, Microsoft Giving
Campaign, Steven A. Mundie, Philip Noyce, James Ottaway, Pacer
Foundation, Aldo Parcesepe, Dean Preston, Sara Ransford, Janice Rous,
Marla Ruzicka, James R. Salzano, Rhonda Sutor, Stephanie Tuck, Jane
A. Waters and Peter Caldwell, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Under $500 Interns
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Hakima Abbas, 
Program Associate for 
Africa and the Middle 
East, joined WITNESS 
after graduating from 
the School of
International and
Public Affairs at

Columbia University. During her studies,
Hakima worked for Human Rights Watch, the
Coalition for the International Criminal Court,
and the UNDP in Rwanda. She has also
worked for the Arab Association for Human
Rights in Israel and as an alternate to one 
of the permanent missions to UNESCO. 
Her experience in filmmaking has focused 
on issues of concern to Black British
communities. Hakima is fluent in French 
and English, with conversational Spanish 
and basic Arabic.

Gillian Caldwell, 
Executive Director, 
is a filmmaker and an
attorney. She was
formerly Co-Director 
of the Global Survival
Network, where she
coordinated a two-year

undercover investigation into the trafficking of
women. Gillian received a BA from Harvard
University and a JD from Georgetown
University. She is a recipient of the 2000
Rockefeller Foundation Next Generation
Leadership Award, was named one of 40
Outstanding Social Entrepreneurs by the
Schwab Foundation, a 2003 Tech Laureate 
by the Tech Museum, and a Special Partner by
Ashoka: Innovators for the Public. She speaks
English and Spanish.

Matisse Bustos, 
Outreach Coordinator, 
spent two years at 
Aperture, the fine 
photography 
publishing foundation, 
as the publicist. 
She later worked as

Outreach Coordinator for PixelPress, a
multimedia company for social change.
Matisse graduated from New York University
with a BA in Latin American Studies and
History. She speaks Spanish and English.

Menaka Chandurkar, 
Development and 
Outreach Associate, 
is a graduate of the 
Film and Television 
Program at New York 
University. While still 
a student, she

volunteered at WITNESS and worked as 
a tutor in the New York City public school
system, where she produced and directed 
a short documentary about her class. 
Menaka speaks English, Marathi, and French.

Sara Federlein, 
Development and
Special Projects
Manager, comes 
to WITNESS with 
ten years experience 
in nonprofit
development,

administration and outreach. Prior to
WITNESS, Sara worked on socially-driven
photography books and exhibitions at the
Aperture Foundation and before that on
community development projects at the
Community Service Society of New York. 
She received a BA in English from the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and 
speaks English and conversational French.

Ryan Kautz, 
Archive and Editing 
Associate, graduated 
from the School of 
Visual Arts in New 
York where he studied 
video production and 
post-production. 

Ryan spent five months filming in Tibet, India
and Nepal to produce a documentary about
Tibetan youth living under Chinese occupation
and in exile. His film “Born an Exile” won the
best documentary award at SVA’s annual
Dusty Film Festival. Ryan has worked as a
cameraman for Flo, an independent arts
DVD/magazine, and as a freelance editor 
in the New York area.

Sam Gregory, 
Program Manager, 
is a video producer,
trainer and human
rights advocate. He
joined WITNESS after
completing a Master’s
Degree in Public Policy

as a Kennedy Memorial Scholar at Harvard’s
John F. Kennedy School of Government, where
he focused on international development and
media. Sam holds a BA from Oxford University
in History and Spanish. He speaks fluent
Spanish and English, conversational French,
and basic Nepali.

Violeta Krasnic, 
Program Associate, 
Europe and the former 
Soviet Union, is a 
human rights advocate 
and trainer. She has 
worked as a gender 
violence counselor 

in the former Yugoslavia and organized 
campaigns against nationalism and war. 
In the U.S., she has conducted research and
advocacy on the impact of U.S. foreign policy.
Violeta holds an MA from the School of
International and Public Affairs at Columbia
University and a BA also from Columbia. 
Her native language is Serbo-Croatian; she 
is fluent in English and proficient in four 
other languages.

The Team: Staff
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Grace Lile, Archive 
Manager, has studied 
and worked with 
nonfiction film and 
video for 15 years, 
including ten years at 
CNN in New York, 
where she established

and oversaw the bureau’s first video archive
and news library. She studied Theater at Sarah
Lawrence College, received a BA in Cinema
Studies from Hunter College, and an MS in
Information and Library Science from Pratt
Institute. She is a member of the Association 
of Moving Image Archivists and the Society 
of American Archivists.

Jacqueline Noguera, 
Office Manager, 
graduated from the 
University of Michigan 
with a BA in Human 
Factors Psychology 
and double minors 
in Sociology and 

Shakespeare Studies. She received the New
York City Teaching Fellowship in 2000 and
was recently a finalist for the White House
Fellowship. She speaks English and Spanish.

Tamaryn Nelson, 
Program Associate, 
Latin America and 
the Caribbean, has
extensive experience
working with NGOs
and inter-governmental
agencies in the

Americas. Tamaryn served as the Secretariat
Coordinator for the Inter-American Coalition
for the Prevention of Violence (IACPV) and
previously worked at the Center for Justice
and International Law (CEJIL), an NGO that
brings human rights cases before the Inter-
American System of Human Rights. Tamaryn
has a degree from the School of Foreign
Service at Georgetown University. A native of
Brazil, she speaks fluent Portuguese, Spanish
and English and is proficient in French. 

Bryan Nuñez, 
Technology Manager,
has expertise in
strategy, design,
emerging media
technologies,
database
administration, and

systems implementation. Prior to WITNESS, 
he worked as a Technology Consultant for 
the leading media companies Oddcast and
Streatbeam. He holds a Master’s degree 
from New York University’s Interactive
Telecommunications Program and a BA in
anthropology from the University of California,
Berkeley. He speaks English and basic
Tagalog, Spanish, and Portuguese.

Wendy Quiroz, 
Office Cleaner, was 
born and raised in 
Honduras. She moved
to New York City 
almost 3 years ago 
and soon after began 
working at the

WITNESS offices. She is married and has 
one son, Oscar, who is now 7 years old. 
She speaks Spanish and is learning to speak
English. She hopes to return to Honduras 
in 2005 to visit her mother and family.

Staff continued*
*Photos by JosephMoran.com

Suvasini Patel, 
Communications and 
Outreach Manager, 
has spent seven 
years designing
community outreach, 
web, educational, 
and promotional

campaigns using socially conscious media.
Before WITNESS, she spent two years working
for Bill Moyers as Deputy Director of Special
Projects and as Director of Outreach for “NOW”
with Bill Moyers. Previously, she launched
dozens of community outreach campaigns as
Director of High Impact Television at P.O.V., 
the independent documentary series on PBS.
Suvasini speaks fluent English, some French,
and has a BA in political science from Carleton
University in Ottawa.



Melissa Bradley is former Founder and President of New
Capitalist - a consulting firm committed to providing business
development, strategy, capitalization and management assistance 
to entrepreneurs and senior management. 

Brian Byrd is a former Program Officer at the Rockefeller
Foundation’s division of Communications for Social Change.

Mercedes Doretti is a co-founder and full-time member of Equipo
Argentino de Antropologia Forense (E.A.A.F), an organization that
applies forensic science to human rights investigations worldwide
that has been a WITNESS partner since 1994. 

Steven Goldberg has represented WITNESS as outside counsel
from its early stages as a project of the Lawyers Committee for
Human Rights. He is a partner in the business practice group of
Baker & Hostetler LLP.

Rory Kennedy is an award-winning documentary filmmaker 
and founder of Moxie Firecracker Films. Her most recent project 
is “Pandemic: Facing AIDS,” a five-part series for HBO and
multimedia campaign about the global AIDS crisis.

Patrick Montgomery is a leading authority on the licensing of
stock footage and photographs. He is the founder of Archive Films/
Archive Photos, a leading historical stock film and photo agency. 

Annie Ohayon is President of Annie O. Media, a public relations and
media consulting firm specializing in artist development within the
music and entertainment industry worldwide.

Eli Pariser is Executive Director of MoveOn.org, where he directed 
the campaign against the war in Iraq which nearly tripled the
organization’s membership.

Harry Pearce is a graphic designer and founding partner of Lippa
Pearce Design, one of the UK’s most respected design companies.
Harry has worked with a diverse spectrum of clients including: The
Boots Company, The Science Museum - London, Phaidon and Kangol.
His work has been exhibited, published and won awards worldwide.

Samantha Power is a Lecturer in Public Policy at Harvard’s John F.
Kennedy School of Government. Her recent book, “A Problem from
Hell: America and the Age of Genocide,” was awarded the 2003
Pulitzer Prize. 

D.J. Ravindran is a human rights lawyer and founder of the Asian
Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum–Asia). He
currently serves as Director of the Human Rights Office of the U.N.
Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET).

Tim Robbins is an actor, screenwriter, producer and director known
for such films as “Short Cuts” and “The Shawshank Redemption”
and for his Academy Award-winning performance in “Mystic River.”
He is actively involved in social and political causes.

Sebastião Salgado is an exemplar of the tradition of “concerned
photography.” Originally trained as an economist, Salgado has been
awarded virtually every major photographic prize for his work on
behalf of the world’s oppressed.

Susan Sarandon is an Academy-award winning actor best known 
for her portrayal of Sister Helen Prejean in the film “Dead Man
Walking.” She is also widely recognized for her commitment to
human rights.

Andrew Blau is a leader of the philanthropy and nonprofit practice 
at Global Business Network, the strategy consulting firm that has
pioneered the use of scenario thinking for organizations in the
private, public, and nonprofit sectors. For almost 20 years, his
work has been focused on the social potential of communications
and media technologies.

Gregory C. Carr is the Advisory Board Chair for the Carr Center for
Human Rights Policy at Harvard University. He was co-founder of
Boston Technology, a telecommunications company and served 
as CEO until 1992, and was then Chairman of Prodigy Internet 
from 1996-98.

Patricia Caesar is Managing Partner of the Marks Paneth Strategy
Group, a diversified consulting practice to both the nonprofit and
business sectors. Prior to establishing MPSG in 2000, she was 
co-founder of Caesar & Washburn and Caesar Associates, whose
clients reflected a broad range of social and philanthropic issues.

Julia Cohen is the Senior Program Manager for Youth Participation 
at the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs, which
engages and trains young people around the world in building
democracies. She was formerly NDI’s Civic Program Manger in
Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan, and has also served as Executive
Director of YouthNoise and the Youth Vote Coalition, and as Vice
President of Rock the Vote.

Mallika Dutt is the Executive Director of Breakthrough, an
international human rights organization that uses media, education
and popular culture to promote values of dignity, equality and justice.
She was formerly a Program Officer for the Ford Foundation in India.

Peter Gabriel (Chair), the co-founder of WITNESS, is an activist 
and a musician. His involvement in benefit concerts for Amnesty
International and the anti-apartheid movement has greatly
assisted human rights efforts worldwide.

Michael Hirschhorn is the Executive Director of the Coro New York
Leadership Center. Previously, he was a strategy consultant to
nonprofit and philanthropic organizations mainly in the arenas 
of education, human rights and human services, and from 1995-
2001 served as Executive Director of the Literacy Assistance
Center in New York.

Van Jones is founder and National Executive Director of the 
Ella Baker Center for Human Rights (EBC) in Oakland, California.
Launched in September 1996, EBC now houses the Books Not 
Bars Campaign, Bay Area PoliceWatch and Reclaim The Future. 
EBC fights for alternatives to the incarceration industry.

Paul Katz is Senior Vice President of New Business Development 
and Visual Media at SONY BMG Music Entertainment, where he
oversees the development, production, distribution of DVD, TV and
movies within with the company’s labels and repertoire centers
around the world. He previously spent two decades at the Zomba
Music Group before it was acquired by BMG.

Thomas Keenan teaches media theory, literature, and human 
rights at Bard College, where he is Associate Professor of
Comparative Literature and directs the Human Rights Project.

Robert Kissane is the President of Community Counseling Service
(CCS) and its subsidiary companies in Canada and the U.K. Over
the past twenty years, Bob has directed major fundraising programs
throughout the United States, Canada, and Western Europe.

Joey R.B. Lozano is a Correspondent of the Mindanao Bureau of
the Philippine Daily Inquirer, mainly writing investigative reports
about indigenous peoples’ rights and the environment in Mindanao.
He is also a WITNESS partner, based in Davao, the Philippines. 

Joshua Mailman is the founder of three organizations that have
brought together some of the world’s most socially innovative
companies: Social Venture Network, Business for Social
Responsibility and Social Venture Network/Europe. He is a Trustee 
of the Sigrid Rausing Trust in the U.K. and an advisor to the Rudolf
Steiner Foundation, San Francisco Foundation and Spirit Foundation.

Alyce Myatt is a multimedia consultant for independent media
organizations and the philanthropic community. Prior to her return to
consulting, Myatt was Vice President of Programming for the Public
Broadcasting Service, and before that served as Program Officer for
media at the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.

Izhar Patkin is a visual artist. Born in Israel, he currently lives and
works in New York City. Among many world class venues, Izhar’s 
work is in the collections of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, 
the Whitney Museum of American Art and the Museum of Modern Art.

Board of Directors Advisory Committee
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Asia

“Entrenched Abuse: Forced Labor in 
Burma” (2004) demonstrates the widespread
use of forced labor by Burma’s military
dictatorship through footage recorded among 
the Karen, Karenni and Burman ethnic groups
in regions controlled by the government.
Partner: Burma Issues. 

“No Place to Go: Internally Displaced People
in Burma” (2002) shows the plight of 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in eastern
Burma through harrowing personal stories of
forced movement, arbitrary executions and
massacres. Partner: Burma Issues.

“The Price of Youth” (2000) examines the
plight of Nepali girls trafficked to Mumbai,
India, for the sex industry. Co-producer:
Andrew Levine.

“The Road to Pineapple” (2001) reveals 
the impact on the indigenous T’boli people of
for-export pineapple growing in the Philippines,
promoted by USAID. Partner: Joey Lozano /
INSIGHTS.

“Rule of the Gun in Sugarland” (2001)
documents the murders and attacks on
indigenous rights activists who were peacefully
and legally pursuing their ancestral land claims in
the Philippines. Partner: Joey Lozano/NAKAMATA.

“Sanamacha’s Story” (1999) chronicles the
abduction of a young boy in Manipur, India, by
the Indian military and describes the advocacy
work of local groups to bring the perpetrators to
justice. Partner: Rights Alert, Manipur.

“Voices From the Salween Valley” (2004)
shows the impact of a new Burmese-Thai 
dam project on local villagers who will be
forcibly displaced from their homes. 
Partner: Burma Issues

Europe

“Bought and Sold” (1997) provides an
undercover look at the international trade 
in women based on a two-year investigation 
into illegal trafficking from the Former Soviet
Republics. Partner: Global Survival Network. 

“Kosovo & Beyond” (2000) demonstrates how
victims of human rights abuses similar to those
perpetrated against ethnic Albanians in Kosovo
could be served by establishing the International
Criminal Court. Partner: WITNESS Kosovo Project.

“Policing the Police: Northern Ireland’s
Marching Season” (1997) documents the
conflict and brutality surrounding Northern
Ireland’s Unionist parades and the Nationalist
demonstrations known as “Marching Season.”
Partner: Committee on the Administration 
of Justice.

International
“Following Antigone: Forensic Anthropology
and Human Rights Investigations” (2002)
explores the use of forensic sciences, including
anthropology, to uncover the truth of massacres,
disappearances, and other gross violations of
human rights. Partner: Argentine Forensic
Anthropology Team.

“Forgotten People” (2000) investigates the
inhuman conditions faced by individuals with
mental disabilities in grossly understaffed,
inadequate and neglectful psychiatric facilities
around the world. Partner: Mental Disability
Rights International.

“Refugees: The Last Resort” (2000)
demonstrates the brutal violations of human
rights that force people to flee from their homes
and become refugees. Co-producers: Asphalt
Films, The International Institute.

Africa & 
Middle East
“Against the Tide of History: Landmines in the
Casamance” (2004) tells the unheard story of
landmine survivors in the Casamance region of
Senegal and calls for national and international
assistance to victims. Partner: RADDHO.

“On the Frontlines: Child Soldiers in the DRC”
(2004) features powerful footage of the military
training of children in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo along with compelling testimony from
demobilized child soldiers. Partner: AJEDI-ka.

“Operation Fine Girl: Rape Used as a Weapon
of War in Sierra Leone” (2001) illuminates the
use of rape in Sierra Leone’s decade-long civil
war through the stories of three girls who were
abducted into sexual slavery and one boy
abducted as a child combatant. Producer: 
Lilibet Foster. Co-producer: Oxygen Network.

“Rise: Revolutionary Women Reenvisioning
Afghanistan” (2002) documents the lives of
Afghans following the American-led military
campaign, calling for gender equality,
democracy, freedom, and an end to foreign
military intervention. Partner: RAWA.

“The Road to Justice: Towards an Accessible
and Effective African Court on Human
Rights” (2004) advocates for widespread
ratification of the Protocol for the establishment
of an African Court and for the Court’s
accessibility to victims. Partner: Institute for
Human Rights and Development in Africa. 

“Witness to Truth: A Video Report and
Recommendations from the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Sierra Leone”
(2004) summarizes the key findings and
recommendations of the Sierra Leonean TRC’s
written report, highlighting the key causes and
consequences of the war. Co-producer: Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission of Sierra Leone.

Americas

“Behind the Labels: Garment Workers on 
U.S. Saipan” (2001) provides a glimpse into
indentured labor and the workings of the 
global sweatshop on Saipan, a U.S. territory
exempt from Federal minimum wage and 
many immigration laws. Producer/Director: 
Tia Lessin. Co-producer: Oxygen Network.

“Books Not Bars” (2001) explores the youth-
led movement against the prison industry in 
the U.S., illustrating the negative impact of this
for-profit industry on youth of color. Producer/
Director: Mark Landsman, Co-producers:
Columbia Law School Human Rights Institute,
The Ella Baker Center for Human Rights. 

“Garífunas Holding Ground/Lucha Garífuna”
(2002) illuminates challenges facing the Afro-
indigenous Garífuna population, which seeks 
to protect itself from physical, cultural and
environmental destruction. Partner: Comité 
de Emergencia Garífuna de Honduras.

“A Right to Justice/Derecho a la Justicia”
(2001) details recent efforts by Jesus Tecú
Osorio, who survived the 1982 Rio Negro
Massacre in Guatemala, to expose the truth 
of the genocide and to secure justice. Partner:
Jesus Tecú Osorio.

“System Failure: Violence, Abuse, and
Neglect in the California Youth Authority”
(2004) exposes the horrific conditions and
human rights violations endemic of the
California Youth Authority, one of the largest
youth correctional agencies in the U.S. Partner:
The Ella Baker Center for Human Rights. 

“This Has Been Happening (Eso Viene
Sucediendo)” (2002) shows the constant
violation of indigenous women’s reproductive
rights in southern Mexico at the hands of
national health care workers. Partner: Centro de
los Derechos Humanos de la Mujer Naaxwiin.

WITNESS Productions*
*Selected List
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Please sign up as a free WITNESS member on our
website at www.witness.org. Copies of WITNESS
videos are available on the website or by contacting
Grace Lile, Archive Manager, at
grace@witness.org, 718.783.2000 x313. 

For further information about WITNESS and its
programs or to make a tax-deductible contribution,
please contact Sara Federlein, Development and
Special Projects Manager, at sara@witness.org,
718.783.2000 x304.
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